


The journey began during the summer of 1997 when our Founder  and CEO, 

Abdur-Rahim Briggs found out his twin brother tested positive for HIV.  A 

couple of years later, with infection rates continuing to grow within the 

African-American community. Mr. Briggs channeled his pain into positive 

energy and wanted to give back to the community. With the support of a few 

friends near and far, the ñWhite Partyò was born out of his backyard with 151 

people in attendance.  As attendance of the event quickly outgrew the 

barbeque fundraiser  it was meant to be. 

Mr. Briggs asked for additional support. That support led to the formation of 

the Ummah Endowment Fund; later, due to changes in ideas and personnel, Al 

Sura was formed!



The name Al Sura comes from and is inspired by the 

Holy Quran meaning ñNew Chapterò or ñNew Eraò.  This new foundation 
promotes HIV/AIDS awareness across 

African-American communities , within the Washington, DC area, via social 

marketing events. In accordance with its Founder and President, Abdur-Rahim 

Briggs wants all of us to 

ñéRenew, Reconnectand Recommitour efforts in raising awareness and to 

successfully partner with various organizations in the area of finance, 

marketing, fundraising and outreach.ò  He further goes on to state, ñéthere is 

a leadership void within the community; Allah has provided me with the 

opportunity to lead the effort.ò  And, with the recent, untimely death of our 

beloved Patrick Kahozi in February 2008. Mr. Briggs thought it fitting to 

continue this journey, wage this fight, in honor of him & all others that have 

passed unnecessarily, so his death would not be in vain!
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